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UTRGYV officials discuss potential campus expansion

Rebeca Salinas
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The University of Texas
System Board of Regents
granted UTRGV authorization
Feb. 20 to begin negotiating
the purchase of three tracts
of land across the Rio Grande
Valley for potential campus
expansion.

Patrick  Gonzales, vice

president of University Mar-
keting and Communications,
said the authorization allows
the university to enter the
“exploration” stage of the pur-
chase process.

“What this did was give us
authorization to enter ne-
gotiations with the owners
of these [properties] and to
see if it is something that we
truly want to purchase,”

Gonzales said.

Once the price of the land
is agreed upon, the universi-
ty will need to seek approval
from the UT System Board of
Regents again to proceed with
the purchase.

In Harlingen, the universi-
ty is seeking to begin negoti-
ations on 1.05 acres of land,
located at 1601 Treasure Hills
Blvd. next to the UTRGV Clin-

ical Education Building.

Gonzales said the location
could potentially be used for
the future expansion of the
School of Podiatric Medicine.

He added the potential pur-
chase of the 7.22 acres locat-
ed at 1100 N. McColl Road in
McAllen would allow UTRGV
to expand its foothold in the
area.

The 7.22 acres are located

between the McAllen Colle-
giate Academy and the Uni-
versity of Texas Health RGV
Cancer and Surgery Center,
which is supposed to go “on-
line” later this year, according
to Gonzales.

“Wherever we have preex-
isting facilities, we're always
looking at contiguous parcels

See CAMPUS, Page 2
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Pete Mendoza
COPY EDITOR

describe as a “state-
< of-the-art” facility for

$39M visual arts
project 1s approved
= 1n Brownsville

Dean of the College of
Fine Arts Jeffrey Ward
said demolition will be

Construction and  the first part to begin
destruction plans  construction of the
are underway for the  buyilding.

Brownsville Visual “Some things that will
Arts  Complex, which  be taken out, such as the
C—gNNl | university officials  covered walkways that

are there, the current
structures,” Ward said.

Mykel Del Angel/THE RIDER

Students ride the swing carousel Wednesday at the Charreada on the Student Union lawn on the Brownsville campus. The event

New marine research facility approved

graduate students who

Hugo A. Sepulveda
THE RIDER

work  down
Bailey said.

students and faculty.
The total cost for
the project is $39
million and includes
building  cost, site
development and
project management.

“We’ll do some removal
of the roofs because
theyll be putting new
roofs on.”

He said the architects

See ARTS, Page 3

Students struggle
to stay motivated as
semester progresses

Ethan Maldonado
THE RIDER

As the middle of the
semester  approaches,
burnout among UTRGV
students can start to
emerge. Whileuniversity
resources are available,
some students rely on

lecturer at UTRGYV,
explained that burnout
differs from temporary
stress and is often the
result of prolonged
academic and personal
pressure.

“Stress happens in
response to a test or a
tough assignment, but
burnout builds up over

The University of
Texas System Board of
Regents approved on
Feb. 20 the construction

of the UTRGV
Port Isabel Marine
Ecosystems  Research
Facility.

Guy Bailey, president
of UTRGV, said he is
proud of the approval
because of the
productive research
conducted at Port
Isabel.

“They’re in portable
buildings; that’s kind
of like trailer homes,
and it's not really
appropriate in  that
environment,”  Bailey
said.

He said the university

Mykel Del Angel/THE RIDER

UTRGV is hoping to be able to increase the number of
graduate and undergraduate students in the program after

building the facility.

was approved to build
a first-class facility
and seven significant
research labs with other

appropriate spaces.

“Itll make a huge
difference  for  our
research and for the

He said the new
facility would benefit
the School of Earth,
Environment and
Marine Sciences because
it will give its productive
researchers facilities
that will enhance their
competitiveness for
grants, and it will help
them recruit graduate
students.

“I think this is a
wonderful addition to
our campus and to our
facilities,” Bailey said.

Roldan Valverde,
director of the School of
Earth, Environment and
Marine Sciences, said he
expects the facility will
develop more research

See PORT, Page 3

personal strategies and
support
to push through the

Bermio-

psychological  science

time,” Bermio-Gonzalez
said. “It’s that persistent

exhaustion where
even sleep doesn’t
a See HEALTH, Page 3

TIPS TO
ALLEVIATE
BURNOUT

Sofia Cantii Sauceda/THE RIDER GRAPHIC



2 ‘On Campus

March 3, 2025

THE RIDER
I ’\ IDEI { Today tradition of receiving ash ing Association will meet Friday
RGV German Club Meeting from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in the ~ from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in  IEEEESB Video Game Tournamen!
The RGV German Club will ~ University Ballroom on the  Interdisciplinary Academic = The Institute of Elec-

The Rider is the official,
award-winning student
newspaper of the University of
Texas Rio Grande Valley. The
newspaper is widely distributed
on and off campus in Brownsville
and Edinburg, Texas. Views
presented are those of the
writers and do not reflect those
of the newspaper or university.

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Rebeca Salinas

SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR
Daniela Martinez Salazar

ONLINE EDITOR
Andres Estrada

COPY EDITORS
Carlos Castaneda
Narda Serna
Pete Mendoza

REPORTERS
Daniela Chapa-Reyes
Hugo A. Septlveda
Ethan Maldonado
Sophia Cortez

SPANISH REPORTER
Daniel Aguilar

A&E REPORTER
Eduardo Escamilla

SPORTS REPORTER
Ali Halloum

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Angel Ballesteros
Sofia Cantt Sauceda
Amara Cazares
Jose Rodriguez
Mykel Del Angel
Isabelle Mascorro

MARKETING SPECIALISTS
Sonia Morales
Yasmin Castro Adame
Cristian Avendano

FACULTY ADVISER
Michell Escajeda

STUDENT MEDIA PROGRAM
COORDINATOR
Jesus Sanchez

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANTS
Ana Sanchez

Maggie Castillo

CONTACT:
EDINBURG CAMPUS
1201 West University Dr.
ELABS 170
Phone: (956) 665-5085

BROWNSVILLE CAMPUS
1 West University Blvd.
Student Union 2.16
Phone: (956) 882-5143
Fax: (956) 882-5176

meet at 12:30 p.m. in Interdis-
ciplinary Academic Building
Room 2.212 on the
Brownsville campus.
Tuesday

DSAA Meeting

The Data Structures and
Algorithms Architects will
meet from 4:45 to 5:45 p.m. in
Interdisciplinary Engineering
& Academic Building Room
1.208 on the Edinburg cam-
pus. Attendees will discuss
new LeetCode problems.

Wednesday

Ash Wednesday Mass

The Catholic Student
Association will host a

Catholic open service for
prayer, reflection and the

Edinburg campus.

FLA Workshop

The Freshman Leadership
Academy and the Center
for Student Involvement
will host a profession-
al development work-
shop aligned with National
Association of Colleges and
Employers competencies
from noon to 1 p.m. in Music,
Science and Learning Center
Room 1.105 on the Browns-
ville campus and at the
same time Friday in Student
Academic Center Room 1.1.01
on the Edinburg campus.
Free pizza will be provided.
BAA Meeting

The Brownsville Account-

Building Room 1.221 on the
Brownsville campus.
Thursday

Environment Awareness Club
Meeting

The Environment Aware-
ness Club will meet to
discuss future events and
ideas presented from noon
to 2 p.m. in the Student
Union Palmetto Room on the
Edinburg campus.

ACIA General Meeting

The American Criminal
Justice Association will
meet to discuss future events
and opportunities in the crim-
inal justice field from 3 to 4
p.m. in Sabal Hall Room 2.110
on the Brownsville campus.

trical and Electronics
Engineers will host an open
video game tournament
from 6 to 9 p.m. in Engi-
neering Building Room 1.272
on the Edinburg campus.
Attendees can make new
friends and compete for prizes.
Student Senate Meeting

The Student Government
Association will meet from
2:30 to 3:30 p.m. in Student
Academic Center Room 1.101
on the Edinburg campus.

Students  attending  can
present concerns o1
projects to the Student
Senate.

--Compiled by Daniel Aguilar

POLICE REPORTS

The following are among
the incidents reported to
University Police between
Feb. 18 and 24.

Feb. 18

11:05 a.m.: A student report-
ed she found some damage to
her vehicle when she returned
from class in Lot E-33 on the
Edinburg campus. The case is
under investigation.

Feb. 19

9:47 a.m.: An officer was
dispatched regarding a sus-
picious man who was giving
away books and requesting
a fee for them outside the
University Library on the
Edinburg campus. The unaf-

filiated individual was advised
of the university policies and
procedures and advised to
leave. He refused to leave and
was subsequently arrested on
a charge of criminal trespass.
He was transported for book-
ing procedures to the Edin-
burg Jail Facility.

3:44 p.m.: A student report-
ed misplacing her bag with
her vehicle keys and several
debit and credit cards inside
her bag in the Liberal Arts
Building South on the Edin-
burg campus. The case is un-
der investigation.

Feb. 20

1:16 p.m.: An officer

CAMPUS,
Continued from Page 1

of land nearby that will allow for easy expan-
sion,” he said. “So, we don’t know what we’re
going to do with that land yet, but we do know
that it’s right by the other facilities that we own
... in the same area so, you know, it’ll be good for
future expansion when needed.”

In Edinburg, UTRGV is seeking to potentially
purchase 26.24 acres of land from IDEA Public
Schools. The land is located east of the Robert

and Janet Vackar Stadium.

University President Guy Bailey said the
property is across the street from the UTRGV
Edinburg CISD Collegiate High School and the
UTRGV Community Engagement & Student
Success Building; however, there are still no

plans for it.

“Any time you have the opportunity to ac-
quire land ... that is contiguous to one of your
facilities, you do it,” Bailey said. “You always
need future expansion, and really our space on
both the Brownsville and the Edinburg campus
is very tight now. And so, we're always looking
for opportunities. We might not use that land
for five years, even 10 years, but you need to

have it for future expansion.”

Gonzales said as UTRGV continues to add
more programs and see increases in enrollment,

it needs to expand.

“When you talk about longterm growth, [it]
is looking at those opportunities to expand our
footprint across the Rio Grande Valley to meet
the needs of our new programs and our increas-

responded to a two-vehicle
minor collision in Lot E-5 on
the Edinburg campus. No in-
juries were reported.

11:11 p.m.: A student report-
ed suspicious activity on her
social media account involv-
ing an unknown individual
who requested explicit photos
in exchange for money. The
case is under investigation.
Feb. 21

6:38 p.m.: An employee
reported previous concerns
about a student’s behavior
while on campus. The student
was not at the location when
the officer arrived. The case is
under investigation.

Feb. 24

7:10 a.m.: A student
reported that an unknown
person had poured an
unidentified liquid on his ve-
hicle in Lot E-8 on the Edin-
burg campus. The case is un-
der investigation.

5:15 p.m.: An  officer
responded to a two-vehicle
accident with injuries in
Lot B-1 on the Brownsville
campus. Both parties refused
emergency medical services.
The injured party said her
mother would take her to be
seen by her doctor.
--Compiled by Narda Serna

MAKE A SrlORT

Email: ing enrollment,” he said.
TheRider@utrgv.edu --Pete Mendoza contributed to this report.
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CORRECTION:

In the issue published Feb. 24, The Rider printed the incorrect spelling
of the name of Jeffrey Ward, dean of the College of Fine Arts. The Rider

made the correction on the online article.

Visit us at
718 W. University Dr., Edinburg

fv d" RaisingCanes

SH O PO RAN EYS

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE UTRGV VAQUEROS

" ORDER ONLINE OR
WITH OUR APP!

ORDER.RAISINGCANES.COM



March 3, 2025
THE RIDER

On Campus‘ 3

A time to support UT'RGY women

Daniela Chapa-Reyes
THE RIDER

In observance of Women’s History
Month, The Rider interviewed an
alumna and an associate professor
from UTRGV to share their journeys to
success.

According to the Women’s History
Month  website, the celebration
started off as only a week in 1982;
originally named Women’s History
Week. It wasn’t
until 1995 that the
whole month was

celebrated.

Gisel Garza,
UTRGV alumna
with a Bachelor

d) and Master of
2 - Science in biology,

Gisel Garza was awarded the
National Science Foundation Graduate
Research Fellowship and is currently
a doctoral student at Texas A&M
University.

“That was a very big honor,”
Garza said. “I remember feeling the
support at UTRGV; even when I was
an undergraduate student when I
first expressed interest in research.

going on to apply to Ph.D. school and
receiving the NSF.”

Garza said Teresa Patricia Feria
Arroyo, associate dean for Faculty
Success and professor in the School
of Integrative Biological and Chemical

“Women have been pillars
of our society forever’”

--Gisel Garza

Sciences, was one of the reasons she
wants to pursue being a conservation
biologist.

“I had expressed interest to her
that I wanted to do research, and
she was really supportive with that,”
she said. “Seeing her and seeing
how inspirational of a conservation
biologist she is and seeing that this is a
possibility for me, especially her being
a fellow Latina, really inspired me.”

Garza said it is important for
Women’s History Month to be
celebrated.

“Women in STEM aren’t super
common, especially Latino women in
STEM,” she said. “I can’t tell you the
conferences that I've gone to and it’s

more inspired to be a woman in that
role. Women have been the pillars of
our society forever.”

Christian E. Zuadiga, associate
professor in the Department of
Bilingual & Literacy Studies and
director of the Center for Bilingual
Studies, said if it were up to her,
Women’s History Month would be
celebrated all-year long and not just
one month.

“Women have played such an
important role in so many fields and it
isn’t until recently that some of them
have started to get
credit,” said Zuhniga,
who has a doctorate
in philosophy from
the University of
Texas at Austin.
“Fifty years ago,
it would've been
unheard of for
someone of my
background to have a Ph.D., to be a
professor.”

She has been a part of two research
projects in which she seeks to prove
the importance of bilingualism and the
impact it has on education.

The associate professor said she has
always been interested in the idea of

Christian E. Zuiiga

for that skill.

“I'm very thankful to my family
and my community that fostered
that love for both languages and

‘Find the women that you
feel comfortable with that
make you want to be the best
version of yourself!

--Christian E. Zufiga

my development in both languages;
through that, I became a bilingual
teacher,” Ztifiiga said.

Her message to women and girls
who want to pursue higher education
is: Identify a mentor.

“Acknowledge their wisdom and
their guidance and use it to build
upon the confidence that you have as
a younger generation because y’all are
the ones who are going to eventually
fill our roles just as I am filling the role
of the people who came before me,”
she said. “Find those mentors, find
the women that you feel comfortable
with that make you want to be the best
version of yourself.”

--Photos courtesy Michael Miller and

That really built a foundation for me

mostly men ..

. that makes me even

being bilingual and has an appreciation

David Pike

HEALTH,
Continued from Page 1

help. Students might start
skipping assignments, feel
disconnected from their goals
or even experience physical

symptoms like muscle
tension, headaches or
frequent colds.”

Isaac Rodriguez, a
mechanical engineering
freshman, shared that he

starts feeling burnout around
the one-third mark of the
semester.

“I just stop doing the
work I'm supposed to do,”
Rodriguez said. “Instead of
doing homework, I'd spend
time with family, friends or
play video games. I wasn’t
using my time wisely.”

Marketing sophomore River
Mara noted that burnout often
peaks before major academic
breaks, such as Thanksgiving
or spring break.

“It’s always before the big
breaks,” Mara said. “That’s
when I feel the burnout
coming, and I try to prepare
mentally to push through the
semester.”

She said she balances a
full course load, a job and
leadership roles in two
student organizations, said it
can feel overwhelming.

“A lot of people I know are
working full time while being
full-time students,” Mara
said. “Burnout is bound to
happen.”

The symptoms of burnout
vary from student to student.

Rodriguez described
losing motivation and
procrastinating.

Mara experiences emotional
exhaustion and withdrawal.

Bermio-Gonzalez
emphasized that poor
time management and
procrastination are two of
the biggest contributors to
burnout.

“A lot of students wait
until the last minute to start
assignments, which leads
to all-nighters, poor sleep
and a cycle of stress that
makes everything worse,”
the professor said. “Breaking
assignments into smaller,
manageable tasks and
setting realistic deadlines can
help prevent that spiral.”

ARTS,
Continued from Page 1

and construction managers
are constantly aware of
ensuring the efficiency of
construction.

“[To] prevent the elements
from coming ... they’ll time all
of the removal of the roofs and
those kinds of things in such
a way that it'll account for
potential bad weather,” Ward
said.

The dean said it is
important to ensure quality
for the students and faculty
while also providing a safe
work environment.

“We will meet all current
building codes for safety,
for ventilation, for HVAC,”
he said. “And so, when our
students are in the space, it
will be a state-of-the-art space
designed for art.”

Rusteberg Hall was not
created for the arts, according
to Ward.

“It wasn’t designed for
that use, so trying to create
something that wasn’t built
[for the] purpose of that will

not be the case [for the new
building],” he said. “[The
Visual Arts Complex] is going
to be renovated for purpose.”

UTRGV  President Guy
Bailey said a first-class
education is not possible in a
second- or third-class facility.

“Part of your learning is
the environment you're in,
especially if you're in arts and
visual arts,” Bailey said. “[The
complex] will significantly

will be tied to adding new
programming  there that
students who are based in
Brownsville have asked for,
for years and/or have to come
to Edinburg to take those
courses,” he said.

The dean said the estimated
time of completion for
construction is December
2025 to start classes in Spring
2026.

“That would be amazing,

but that is 10 months from

The estimated time of

completion for construction is
December 2025, according to

now,” he said. “I've seen
things go up a lot faster
and I've seen things go up
slower. I know that everyone
who’s involved wants to see
us meet that timeline, but ...
that’ll be out of our control.”

Bailey said the

Dean Jeffrey Ward.
enhance the learning
environment.”

Ward said after completion
of the building, phase one will
be moving all courses offered
in Rusteberg into the complex
to begin classes as soon as
possible.

“The

additional phases

construction of the new

building is “a remarkable
opportunity” for the
university.

“It’'s good for the school
district that we'’re able to take
an elementary school that is
being shut down,” he said.
“And we can convert that into
a really first-class, fine-arts-
and-visual-arts center.”

PORT,
Continued from Page 1

in different coastal areas, such
as Laguna Madre at South
Padre Island and in the Gulf of
Mexico, providing enhanced
training opportunities for
undergraduate and graduate
students.

“Right now, what we have

is expected to take place to
approve the draft at the state
level. If those two meetings
are cleared, construction is
expected to start in July.

“If that goes according to
plan, then the facility will
be pretty much finalized by
December of 2026 and should
be able to move in by January

Marine Ecosystems Institute
(MEI), said the division of
research was  established
in Fall 2024 and will be
dedicated to student access
and success.

“We plan to advance
integrative education, training

research and community
engagement  across  the
marine ecosystem

is portables, and the
portables are not
functioning properly,”

The UT System Board of Regents will

sciences, which include
areas such as biology,

Valverde said. “We meet in N(Il?;cf? (f;){ }I??aili)lli)roval of the CI}’len?iStry’ geoloEy,
have many problems ty. E ysics, ocz&}nogrgp y,
with maintenance. uman 1mensions,

natural resource

It’'s exposed to
fluctuations in  humidity,
in temperature. The power
is not stable, so we want to
make sure that we can provide
our researchers an adequate
facility where they can develop
the programs.”

The Board of Regents will
meet in March for the approval
of the draft of the facility.
In May, another meeting

2027,” Valverde said.

He said the original cost
was $11 million but went up to
$20-$21 million.

“We hope that it’s not going
to be increased because it
just becomes more and more

difficult to  accomplish,”
Valverde said.
Erin Easton, assistant

professor and director of the

management, climate change,
among other areas of marine
ecosystem sciences,” Easton
said.

The director said the Port
Isabel facilities have a lot of
potential to grow and could
have visitors, aliving shoreline
and educational spaces.

--Pete Mendoza contributed
to this report.

Mykel Del Angel/THE RIDER PHOTOS

The School of Earth, Environmental and Marine Sciences currently operates
out of five portable research buildings located in Port Isabel.

The new facility will have seven research labs and is being designed to
endure coastal conditions and to have about a 20-year lifespan.
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| understand, Mr. President.

6 Truth Details

° Donald J. Trump

ELON IS DOING A GREAT JOB, BUT |
WOULD LIKE TO SEE HIM GET MORE
AGGRESSIVE. REMEMBER, WE HAVE A
COUNTRY TO SAVE, BUT ULTIMATELY,
TO MAKE GREATER THAN EVER
BEFORE. MAGA!

Elon Musk before
sending the email
threatening to fire
employees who do|
not send an email
of what they did

during the week.

Reply

Put the chainsaw down, Elon!
That is not what he meant.

ReTruth Like

Emilia Perez fails to care

Mykel Del Angel
THE RIDER

Movie adaptations of
musicals are always hit or
miss, which is why the massive
success of “Wicked” was so
refreshing. After last year’s
disastrous  “Mean

behind the film. The French-
to-Spanish translations
weren’t done properly and
the movie leans heavily on
stereotypes. Worst of all, the
director openly admitted
he didn’t research Mexican
culture or the cartel because
he believed he “knew enough”
to make his film.

Unsurprisingly,
“Emilia Pérez” may have
received  critical  acclaim
globally, its reception in
Mexico has been largely
negative, with many viewers
calling it disrespectful to the
culture.

And that’s all before even
touching on the plot.

while

nonprofit, she treats her ex-
wife horribly.

From the very few lines of
dialogue, I could understand
(even if you can understand
the interesting accents, a lot
of the Spanish didn’t seem to
make sense), Emilia wanted
to keep her kids, but Jessi
(Emilia’s ex-wife), wanted to
run off with her new lover and
take their kids.

They try to paint Jessi as
selfish for this—as if we didn’t
witness Emilia make more
objectively selfish decisions
throughout the film.

Then there’s the music.
Musicals can have goofy lyrics,
but even the silliest ones carry
some artistry.

Girls” adaptation, I o “Emilia Pérez”
?}ift nearl%lln(ﬁie}nll?egg “‘Overall, the movie is a fails completely in

Imm . . this regard. The
could do justice o complete mess, riddled With iyries don't feel like
musical movies.

And if “Mean Girls”
made me lose hope,
then “Emilia Pérez”

ignorance and misguided

creative choices.”

poetic storytelling—
they’re just spoken
lines awkwardly
sung. The result is

buried it.
Where do I
even begin? The film suffers

from atrocious lyrics,
weak storytelling and an
unnecessarily  long  intro
packed with nearly two
minutes of logos, but let’s start
with the casting.

Despite  being set in

Mexico, the film features few
Mexican actors. While some
cast members are Latino or
Hispanic, Adriana Paz was
the only actress actually from
Mexico, while Karla Sofia
Gascon is from Spain.
Unfortunately, this wasn’t
the only ignorant decision

The story follows a
cartel leader, Manitas del
Monte, who fakes his death,
transitions into a woman (now
Emilia Pérez) and tries to
reconnect with his family. The
problem? The film glosses over
the countless horrific crimes
Manitas committed.

The transition is framed
as a get-out-of-jail-free card,
as if becoming Emilia Pérez
absolves her of the past. The
narrative tries to suggest
she’s changed into a better
person, and while she does do
some good, such as starting a

more like a choppy
script  with  music
slapped on top.

Overall, the movie is a
complete mess, riddled with
ignorance and misguided
creative choices. The director
has defended his approach,
insisting he wanted to tell
his story and that cultural
accuracy wasn’t a priority.

At the end of the day,
“Emilia Pérez” is one of the
worst musical adaptations
I've seen. It’s not just bad—it’s
frustratingly careless. If this is
the direction musical films are
heading, then the industry has
a serious problem.

What are your hobbies outside of
academics?

“For hobbies outside of aca-
demics, not really much, I do
tend to walk a lot with my dog
at the Edinburg Municipal
Park. I get to put in some steps
every now and then, and I just
generally, like, work out and be
outside in nature.”

Octavio Castillo
sustainable agriculture and
food systems junior

“My hobbies outside of aca-
demics are sports, hanging out
with friends and family, and
playing video games.”

Isaac Rodriguez
mechanical engineering
freshman

“I like to make little silly videos on
the internet and kind of engage

in the college life and the college
atmosphere to get more character.
It goes from things as crazy as go-
ing up to a bunch of strangers and
doing really silly dares for charity.”

Nate Sacurom
chemistry sophomore

“I like to dance and paint, and I
like to sing, too.”

Kaitlyn Rodriguez
education freshman

“My hobbies outside of ac-
ademics are going for runs,
reading. I like to paint a lot.
Spending time with family is
one of my bigger hobbies as
well.”

Allison Garza
exercise science sophomore

--Compiled and photos by Jose Rodriguez and Angel

Ballesteros

Lietter to

Almost 200 people attend-
ed a memorial service for
longtime legacy institution
librarian, George R. Gause,
at the UTRGV Performing
Arts Complex last September.
Gause passed away in May
2024 at the age of 77. The ser-
vice began with a performance
by university piano instructor,
Brendan Kinsella, which was
followed by speeches delivered
by current and former univer-
sity faculty and staff, as well as
educators and librarians from
across the Rio Grande Val-
ley, the state and the nation.
The service was organized by
the love of his life, Virginia
Haynie-Gause, who was at his
side during his career, as a fel-
low librarian.

Gause’s life was devoted to
education and helping oth-

the Kditor:In Memoriam George Gause

ers achieve their educational
goals and dreams. He grad-
uated with a Bachelor’s of
Arts in History and Germanic
languages from Park College
in Parksville, Mis-

He then became Circulation
Librarian in Edinburg, in Sep-
tember 1977, then from Sep-
tember 1980 to August 1985,
he was Interlibrary Loan,

ty library’s Special Collections
[Archives and Rare Books],
which today is housed on the
fourth floor of the building he
worked in for decades.

Such a pro-

souri, in May 1969.
George then ob-
tained a Master’s
of Library Science
from Peabody Col-
lege, in Nashville,
Tennessee (where
he and Virginia

‘Gause’s life was devoted to
education and helping others
achieve their educational goals

and dreams.”

fessional resume
might be suffi-
cient for many,

but when George
was not at the uni-
versity library, he
served on several
historic  associa-

met), with an em-
phasis in academ-
ic librarianship. George gave
his entire professional career
to UTRGV’s legacy institu-
tions. Beginning in Septem-
ber 1973, George began work
as a Library Coordinator for
the Pan American University
(PAU) Library in Brownsville.

Microforms and Periodicals
Librarian. He then became
Special Collections and Refer-
ence Librarian from Septem-
ber 1985 until October 1992.
From November 1992, until
his retirement in August 2011,
George managed the universi-

tion and publica-
tion boards such
as the now defunct Valley Li-
brary Association (from 1977-
1992) and the Texas State
Historical Association (1995-
2011), among many others. He
held local memberships with
museums, history associations
and published works on his-

toric architectural designs in
the Lower RGV, an annotated
bibliography of Brownsville
History and other works on
travel writing.

After retirement George
didn’t slow down, serving on
and helping launch several lo-
cal community art and history
projects, on top of traveling,
for which there is insufficient
space in this brief letter to
the editor to even summarize.
George was larger than life,
which is why it’s fitting that
myself and others discussed
after his memorial service the
possibility of dedicating the
library’s special collections
division in his honor, paying
a historic tribute to some-
body who dedicated his life to
history.

-- Johnathan L. Salinas
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From Verona to the Valley

Eduardo Escamilla
THE RIDER

The UTRGV Theatre Department
has staged William Shakespeare’s “Ro-
meo and Juliet,” infusing the timeless
tragedy with regional colloquialisms
and cultural references, creating a
production that aims to resonate with
modern audiences.

Performances are scheduled for 7:30
p.m. Wednesday through Saturday and
2 p.m. Sunday at the Albert L. Jeffers

[and] how hatred is such a powerful
thing.”

Elyza Roldan, a theatre design senior
playing the role of the Nurse, added
that it is “also [about] how powerful
love is.”

Warren said contemporary young
adults could identify with the play’s
themes of generational conflict, noting
that “parents don’t understand.” He
also highlighted the production’s set-
ting, a “nebulous area that looks more

words, and for some of them, not all,”
he said. “... We've changed the actual
word so it isn’t something so obscure,
but more modern.”

The iconic Capulet party scene,
where Romeo and Juliet meet, features
a quinceaflera dress, a nod to Hispanic
cultural traditions.

“I think this could very well hap-
pen anywhere in the Valley, as far as
someone sneaking in, and you know,
crashing the party,” Warren said. “...

So, I really tried to mix feelings,

Theatre on the Edinburg campus.
“What the world needs now is
love,” said Brian Warren, director
and professor in the Department of
Theatre. “Every year there’s tension
and hatred ... so this story is timeless
in that ... these young people ... don’t

‘I have an excellent,%roup of
theatre students .. so1

to take on something this big”

—-Brian Warren, director and professor in
the Department of Theatre

was time

places, ideas, so that it seems
relevant to us.”

He described the produc-
tion process as “very friendly,
collaborative,” highlighting
the contributions of lighting
designer Mike Salazar and as-

care about how different [they] are,
what different family [they] come
from. That’s a theme we should all
share.”

Warren, who has directed four
Shakespearean plays at UTRGV, cited
the strength of his student cast as the
reason for tackling the ambitious pro-
duction.

“I have an excellent group of theatre
students ... so it was time to take on
something this big,” he said.

Ashley Cant, a theatre performance
junior playing the role of Juliet Cap-
ulet, said she hopes audiences learn
“that story isn’t about two teenagers
committing suicide, it’s about grief ...

like the [Rio Grande] Valley than it
does Verona, Italy,” as a point of con-
nection for audiences.

In this modernized interpretation,
the feuding families are portrayed as
“border families. ... The implication is
that they’re crime families,” the direc-
tor said. Actors incorporate Spanish
colloquialisms, adding a layer of re-
gional authenticity.

Warren described the actors’ ap-
proach to Shakespearean language,
emphasizing their focus on punctua-
tion, intention and motivation.

“Shakespeare did have some archaic

sociate professor in the De-
partment of Theatre and fight
choreographer Peter Mikolasky. For
the first time, the department em-
ployed an intimacy coach, Sabrina Ro-
driguez, to ensure actor comfort during
intimate scenes.

“That’s a first,” Warren said. “...
We’ve never had a person specifically
hired to make sure everyone’s comfort-
able with kisses and close combat.”

Addressing contemporary interpre-
tations of Romeo and Juliet’s relation-
ship as toxic, the director offered a nu-
anced perspective.

--Amara Cazares contributed to this
story.

Amara Cazares/THE RIDER PHOTOS

The “Romeo & Juliet” cast practices a dance sequence during Tues-
day’s rehearsal in Theatre Studio 107 on the Edinburg campus.

Theatre professor Brian Warren, director of “Romeo and Juliet,”
provides feedback to actors during Tuesday’s rehearsal in Theatre
Studio 107 on the Edinburg campus.
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If you could be part of any
band in the world, which one
would it be?

Carolina Oyervidez
exercise science sophomore
“Eslab6n Armado because I

listen to them a lot.”

Jezreel Garza
criminal justice freshman
“If I were part of a band, I would
be part of Simple Plan just because
I like them.”

Vianey Trevifio
exercise science senior
“If I was part of any band, I would
be in The Marias because it is my
favorite band.”

--Compiled and photos by Sofia
Cantit Sauceda
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ACROSS

2. Exams that take

place in the middle of a

semester

4. Student __ : game

room and place to eat on

campus

7. Men’s Baseball plays

against the University of
Tuesday, March 4.

10. Online platform for

classes

DOWN

1. Intracampus transit
service provided by
electric transport carts

3. A short break during
the spring semester

5. On-campus event

to observe the City of

6ls|7]a]2|1]3]9]5s a1
Brownsville’s annual
31411 5191612718 Charro Days
s(2]o]s|7]|3]a]1]6 6. Online platform where
Feb. 24 Sudoku 77 1515151517151 students can find on-
answer key: campus jobs
41312)9|5]718|]6]1
8. Acronym of the
9l7|8j1]6|4]5[2]3 recreation building on
20143 ]|8]ole|s]|7 the Edinburg campus
slslelz11120913]2 9. Aplace where students
live on the Brownsville
7191316 |4]15]1 812
campus
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Aries (March 21 -
April 19): You should
expect increased energy.
Mars moving direct pro-
vides a surge of drive.
Relationship  matters
may require caution.
Taurus (April =20
- May =20): Antici-
pate potential financial
growth. Jupiter in Tau-
rus may bring opportu-
nities. Review spending
habits.

Gemini (May 21 -
June 20): You will
experience heightened
communication. Be pre-
pared for increased so-
cial interactions.
Cancer (June 21
- July 22): Your

emotional sensitivity is
heightened. Mars mov-
ing direct provides ener-
gy for personal goals.
Leo (July 23 - Aug.
22): Your confidence is
expected to rise. Mars
moving direct boosts
self-assurance.

Virgo (Aug. 23 - Sept.
22): Attention to detail
is advantageous. Finan-
cial partnerships may
require  re-evaluation
due to Venus retrograde.
Libra (Sept. 23 - Oct.
22): You should focus
on relationships. Venus
retrograde indicates a
need for balance and
compromise.

Scorpio (Oct. 23 -
Nov. 21): You may
experience heightened
emotions. Mars moving

direct provides drive.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22
- Dec. 21): Your opti-
mism is strong. Venus
retrograde prompts re-
flection on personal be-
liefs.

Capricorn (Dec. 22
- Jan. 19): You should
focus on career goals.
Venus retrograde may
prompt a financial re-
view.

Aquarius (Jan. 20 -
Feb. 18): Emphasize
social responsibility.
Mars moving direct pro-
vides energy for related
goals.

Pisces (Feb. 19 -
March 20): Your intu-
ition is heightened. Ve-
nus retrograde suggests
a review of personal
boundaries.
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College of Engineering
& Computer Science

BACHELOR OF SCIENGE IN
CYBER SECURITY (BSCS) <

EARN FOUR CREDENTIALS INONE 5 \ENT FEATURES:
BS IN CYBER SECURITY DEGREE * Three Stackable certificates

A student of BS in Cyber Security is able to earn the Two Industry Certifications as part of the core
following as part of the degree (no additional hours):

College credit for industry certifications

* Cyber Security Basics Certificate Interdisciplinary: Cyber Security + Criminal Justice
* Cyber Security Systems Certificate + Business Law + Information Systems

* Cyber Security Advanced Certificate Aligned with the national standard of NICE-WFC

D BE ON THE FAST-TRACK: BS IN CYBER SECURITY PLUS MS IN INFORMATICS IN 4+1 YEARS

Fast-Track 4+1 program offers an opportunity to the graduates of Bachelor of Science in Cyber Security degree
to complete a Master's degree with concentration in cyber security in one year.

ADD VALUE TO YOUR NON-CYBER SECURITY DEGREE VIA A MINOR IN CYBER SECURITY

A Minor in Cyber Security allows students majoring in UTRGV programs other than Bachelor of Science
in Cyber Security to get familiar with the important and growing field of cyber security, which impacts almost
every aspect of our society and life.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

MASTER UF SBIENEE Program Coordinator « cyberspace@utrgv.edu
IN INFORMATICS (MSIN)

Earn three credentials in one MS in Informatics degree.
A student of MS in Informatics is able to earn the
following as part of the degree (no additional hours):

APPLY NOW (BSCS):

utrgv.edu/undergraduate-admissions

 Graduate Certificate in Cyber Security

Graduate Certificate in Informatics

APPLY NOW (MSIN):
utrgv.edu/gradapply

Two Stackable certificates

A balanced mix of cyber security and informatics

Includes security & forensics, data science, reverse
engineering, data mining, e-commerce, Internet app
programming, databases, and networks To learn more,

visit utrgv.edu/ies.

Thesis option for research-oriented students

Coursework option
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TOURNEY BOUND

Women's basketball clinches SLC Tournament berth

Daniela Chapa-Reyes
THE RIDER

On Feb 22. against Nicholls
State University, the UTRGV
Women’s Basketball Team
(16-14, 11-8 SLC) official-
ly clinched their spot in the
Southland Conference Bas-
ketball Tournament.

Head coach Lane Lord said
point guard Tierra Trotter
has made a difference in the
team’s playing style, helping
secure the team’s fourth-place
spot.

“She’s really been a facili-
tator: finding the right people
when they’re open, and when
it is time to score, she scores,”
Lord said. “Being a playmaker
first before a score, it’s really
helped her game.”

With a record of 12 points
and 5 assists, Trotter’s goal for
the tournament is to be one of
the best point guards in the
conference.

“Being one of the top point
guards in the conference and
having the most assists, I feel
like it aligns with this team be-
cause we have a lot of shoot-
ers, so they need someone to
pass them the ball,” she said.

Trotter was fourth in the
conference in free throws but
dropped down to eighth, ac-
cording to Lord.

“She’s getting fouled and
she’s making free throws at
the end of the game, which
you need your point guard
to do,” he said. “All the little
intangibles make up a great
point guard. Tierra is really
doing that for us.”

THE RIDER FILE PHOTO

Senior point guard Tierra Trotter dribbles the ball during a game against East Texas A&M University Jan. 9 in the
UTRGV Fieldhouse on the Edinburg campus.

Kade Hackerott, graduate
guard/forward, said the of-
fense has been flowing a lot
better.

“It is that point

sure with it being her last year
and the lingering tournament
on its way.

“Personally, I am just en-

going into it. Of course, it is
sad. A journey of a big part of
my life is coming to an end. ...
I've played for a long time and

I know there’s

in the season
where all the hard
work starts com-
ing to fruition,”
Hackerott said. “I
think we’ve done
a great job at
sticking together

excit.ing things
‘We want to try to shock the ~ comngrext
world and get to the NCAA games, she has
" made 20 points,
tournament. 8 rebounds and 6

--Head coach Lane Lord  3ssists.

“I think it is

through the highs
and low points of the season.
Now, we are just reaping the
benefits of that.”

She said she feels no pres-

joying it,” Hackerott said. “It’s
been an awesome ride and all
I can really be is thankful and
grateful, so that’s my mindset

just my attitude
and mentality of helping the
team in any way, shape or
form, no matter what that is
on any given night,” she said.

Junior forward Charlotte
O’Keefe said it has been fun
playing with the team.

“Obviously, last year we
didn’t have a great season,”
O’Keefe said. “So, to bounce
back and be able to have this
type of season with these girls
has been really fun for me.”

She recently broke two pro-
gram records in rebounding,
making her an important fac-
tor for the team. The junior
forward added there have
been challenges.

“Every season will present
challenges,” O’Keefe said. “At
the beginning, we won a big
game against [the Universi-
ty of] Houston and, then, we
couldn’t finish the next three.
So, learning how to play with
each other and finish games
out has been huge for us;
we’ve won a lot of close games
and only dropped a couple.”

The team held a five-game
winning streak before falling
to Southeastern Louisiana
University Thursday at home.

Lord said the goal is to make
it to the NCAA tournament.

“UTRGV has never been to
the NCAA tournament, men
or women, and that’s our
goal,” he said. “We want to try
to shock the world and get to
the NCAA tournament.”

The Vaqueros played the
last game of the regular sea-
son against the University of
New Orleans Saturday in the
Fieldhouse on the Edinburg
campus. As of press time, re-
sults were unavailable.

--Ali Halloum contributed to
this story.
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Kieli Saenz, exercise
science freshman from
Corpus  Christi, is a

player for the UTRGV Wom-
en’s Golf Team. Saenz tied for
second place at the South
Texas Showdown on Feb. 17
at the Islander Classic in the
Corpus Christi Country Club.
Q: What is a fun fact about
yourself?

A: “My favorite movie is ‘La
La Land.”

Q: Who or what got you
started in golf?

A: “My dad. I started when I
was around 12 years old, and
he was definitely the main

E WEE

component of my start in
golf.”

Q: Who has been your
biggest inspiration or
role model?

A: “My dad, as well, and I
think also my mom. They both
just showed me what hard
work gets me.”

Q: Who is your favorite
golfer?

A: “Definitely Tiger Woods.”
Q: What kind of music do
you listen to?

A: “I listen to a variety of
music, but my top artist was
Frank Ocean.”

Q: Which shows or

KIEL

movies do you like to
watch?

A: “Well, my favorite one [is]
‘La La Land.” But, some of
my other favorites are ‘Mam-
ma Mial’ and ‘Good Will
Hunting.”

Q: Do you have any
hobbies?

A: “TI love reading, painting
and running.”

Q: What is your biggest
motivation?

A: “Definitely my faith. It’s a
really big part of me, so that
really motivates me through,
like, all of my tournaments.”
Q: What do you like most

SAENZ

about UTRGV?

A: “I really love the culture
here. My teammates are re-
ally great, and they support
me and everything. And I just
really love the environment of
UTRGV.”

Q: What are your biggest
goals?

A: “I definitely want to see
how far I can get in golf, and
that’s ... a really big goal.
And also, with my major, I'm
planning on doing physical
therapy.”

--Compiled and photo by Jose
Rodriguez
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Robert C. Vackar College of
Business & Entrepreneurship

WHERE CAN A MASTER'S DEGREE \
TAKE ME?

Take your career to the next level by joining our business
master’s program today!

“D

No business degree required to apply
+ Most programs can be completed within a year

* Scholarships available

Earning a master’'s degree can opendoors to new opportunities,
higher earning potential, and leadership roles in your field. PRO G RAMS.
[

Don't wait—seize this opportunity to enhance your skills
and advance your futurep! ’ ‘ » MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
(MBA)

Available 100% online and traditional on campus

AD MISSION » MASTER OF ACCOUNTANCY

(MACC)

Available 100% online and traditional on campus
To be admitted to the graduate program,

prospective candidates must first meet all } MASTER OF SCIENCE IN HR MANAGEMENT
requirements for graduate admission to UTRGV, (MSHRM)
as well as the requirements listed below: 100% online

e Undergraduate GPA of 3.0 in the last 60 semester > MASTER OF SCIENCE IN BUSINESS ANALYTICS

credit hours.
(MSBA)
100% online
e GMAT Exam is not a requirement unless pursuing STEM - certified

a Master's of Science in HR Management (MSHRM).
» MASTER OF SCIENCE IN GLOBAL TRADE

e Two letters of recommendation. MANAGEMENT (MSGTM)
100% online

e Respond to five short-answer questions to
demonstrate writing competency and communication
skills.

For further information:

List of Program Coordinators

To learn more:

UTRGV.edu/gradapply



